
With Rosoboronexport support, Russian archeologists make a unique discovery

in Egypt

 Russian archeologists from the Center of Egyptological Studies of the Russian Academy of

Sciences, with support of JSC Rosoboronexport, a unit of the Rostec State Corporation, made

a unique discovery. During excavation works on the site of an ancient necropolis in Egypt, they

uncovered a burial chamber that dates back to a few thousand years. 

 For over seven years, specialists have been excavating an ancient necropolis near Deir al-

Banat, a Coptic monastery. The necropolis is situated in the Fayum oasis, on the shores of

Lake Moeris (or Lake Qarun). In one grave well, the scientists uncovered a unique coffin that

features elements of ancient Egyptian and Roman funeral rites. The mummy lay on a mattress

and pillow, both richly decorated with tapestry insets. It was clad in several tunics and covered

with a magnificently embroidered blanket. A few millennia later the body is in a good condition

of preservation. 

 The dead person’s head was placed in a very tall and narrow quadrangle, more than 0.5

meters high. The effect of a head towering high above the body was achieved by a special

structure made from date palm stalks carefully wrapped in funeral tissues. The feet were

wrapped in tissues in such a way that they formed a rectangle, small and neat. The ribbons

arranged in a certain way imitated the pattern that ancient Egyptians had used to fix

cartonnages on their mummies. As it turned out, the grave was holding the remains of a middle-

aged well-off man. 

 “Since 2003, the Center of Egyptological Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences has

been studying the vast necropolis spreading over the hills on the shores of Lake Moeris.

During the studies, over 400 graves have been uncovered over an area of about 1,400 square

meters. Their analysis is essential for the understanding of the lifestyles and culture of the

people who had inhabited that oasis during the time period from the reign of the Ptolemaic

dynasty to the early Middle Ages,” says Galina Belova, Head of the Scientific Division, Center

of Egyptological Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

 Further studies on the mummy will help specify the time of its burial. Presumably, it occurred

during the Roman era in Egyptian history. Other mysteries of the mummy’s life and

entombment could also be revealed. 

 In the past, Egyptian archeologists started to explore the area. Their work is now continued

by their Russian counterparts. The Russian archeological mission carries out excavations in

several regions of Egypt: in Memphis, the country’s ancient capital, in Alexandria that lies

along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, and in the south — in Luxor suburbs.

Rosoboronexport provides backing to Russian scientists. 

 “Supporting culture and preservation of historical memory are important vectors of social

activities for Rostec and Rosoboronexport. The archeological project is a significant element of



Egypt’s cultural life and of Russia’s contribution to the study of the world’s heritage. It promotes

a relationship of trust between our two countries, and positively influences partnership in

various areas of Russian-Egyptian cooperation,” said Alexander Mikheev, Director General of

Rosoboronexport. 

 Every year, within the framework of the social policy of the Rostec State Corporation, the

company sponsors multiple projects and events in culture, sports and education, both in

Russia and abroad. 

 “Rosoboronexport is a member of today’s business community, and development of that

community is inconceivable without pursuing a social mission. The company adheres to the

concept of social responsibility in its activities,” added Alexander Mikheev. 

 Rosoboronexport is the only state-owned arms trade company in the Russian Federation authorized to export

the full range of military and dual-purpose products, technologies and services. It is a subsidiary of the Rostec

Corporation. Founded on 4 November, 2000, now Rosoboronexport is one of the leading world arms exporters to

the international market. Its share in Russia's military exports exceeds 85 percent. Rosoboronexport cooperates

with more than 700 enterprises and organizations in the Russian defence industrial complex. Russia maintains

military technical cooperation with more than 100 countries around the world.  

Rostec is a Russian State Corporation that was established in 2007 to facilitate the development, production and

export of high-tech industrial products designed for civilian and military applications. The Corporation comprises

over 700 organizations in 60 constituent entities of the Russian Federation that are currently part of 15 holding

companies and 80 directly managed organizations specializing in manufacturing military-industrial, civilian and

dual-purpose products. Rostec's portfolio includes well-known brands such as AVTOVAZ, KAMAZ, Concern

Kalashnikov, Russian Helicopters, UralVagonZavod, etc. In 2017 the consolidated revenue of Rostec reached 1

trillion 589 million rubles, while the consolidated net income and EBITDA amounted to 121 and 305 billion rubles

respectively. According to Rostec strategy, the main objective of the Corporation is to ensure that Russia has a

technological advantage in highly competitive global markets. Rostec's key objectives include the introduction of a

new techno-economic paradigm and digitalization of Russian economy.
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