
Rosoboronexport hands over contract with Cuba signed by Mikhail Kalashnikov

to Izhmash Museum 

 On June 26, 2019, Alexander Mikheev, Director General of Rosoboronexport (part of the

Rostec State Corporation), took part in a meeting with the Director and the employees of

Kalashnikov Concern’s Izhmash Museum held at the Army 2019 International Military and

Technical Forum. In a solemn ceremony, a copy of the contract for the supply of a batch of

AK-103 assault rifles of the AK-100 series to Cuba, signed personally by Mikhail Kalashnikov

in Havana, was handed over to the Museum. 

 “Today, Rosoboronexport is handing over a copy of the contract document as a museum

piece for the first time in history. This occurs in the year when we are celebrating the 100th

anniversary of the birth of the great small arms designer. Mikhail Timofeyevich worked for

Rosoboronexport for many years as chief adviser to the Director General on small arms and

personally brought the company hundreds of contracts with foreign customers for the supply of

weapons of his own design,” Alexander Mikheev said. 

 Lieutenant General Mikhail Kalashnikov, Doctor of Technical Sciences, twice Hero of

Socialist Labor, and Hero of Russia, invented about 30 different weapons. Many of them

became most popular in their market segments. The legendary AK-47 assault rifle turns 72 this

year. Kalashnikov assault rifles are now used by the armed forces of almost 100 countries

around the world, and this number is steadily growing. The AK-100 and AK-200 series, AK-12

and AK-15 assault rifles have been developed and are being promoted abroad, new weapons

are under development. 

 “More than a million Kalashnikov assault rifles of various designs have been delivered abroad

by Rosoboronexport. Of all Russian-made small arms, Kalashnikov assault rifles enjoy the

greatest demand among foreign customers. In addition, the production of Kalashnikov rifles

has been established in several countries with our assistance. In 2019, an Indo-Russian joint

venture started manufacturing AK-203 assault rifles of the newest 200 series in India,”

Alexander Mikheev added. 

 Fairuza Burganova, the curator of the Izhmash Museum, initiated the placement of this

unusual item in the Museum exhibition, which will add another facet to the bright biography of

the famous designer – his role in and contribution to the military-technical cooperation between

the Russian Federation and foreign States. 

 Rosoboronexport is the only state-owned arms trade company in the Russian Federation authorized to export

the full range of military and dual-purpose products, technologies and services. It is a subsidiary of the Rostec

Corporation. Founded on 4 November, 2000, now Rosoboronexport is one of the leading world arms exporters to

the international market. Its share in Russia's military exports exceeds 85 percent. Rosoboronexport cooperates

with more than 700 enterprises and organizations in the Russian defence industrial complex. Russia maintains

military technical cooperation with more than 100 countries around the world.



 State Corporation Rostec is one of the largest industrial groups in Russia. It comprises over 700 scientific and

production entities in 60 regions of the country. Rostec's key business areas include transport machine building,

electronics, medical technologies, chemistry and innovative materials. Rostec's holding companies form three

clusters: the Radioelectronics cluster, the Weapons cluster and the Aviation cluster. Rostec's portfolio includes

famous brands such as AVTOVAZ, KAMAZ, Concern Kalashnikov, “Russian Helicopters”, Uralvagonzavod, etc.

Rostec takes an active part in implementation of all 12 National Projects. The company is a key supplier of Smart

City technologies, carries out digitization of the government, industry, social sector, and prepares plans for

developing 5G wireless technologies, the industrial Internet of Things, big data and blockchain systems. Rostec is

a partner of the world's leading manufacturers such as Boeing, Airbus, Daimler, Pirelli, Renault, etc. The

corporation supplies its products to more than 100 countries. Export of high-tech products provides for almost a

third of the company's revenue. 
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